Norton Subcourse Parish Council

Clerk:  Christine Smith



26 Loddon Road, Norton Subcourse, Norwich, NR14 6RT
Email: nortonsubpc@yahoo.co.uk 
Tel:  01508 548709

                  MINUTES
of a Meeting 
of Norton Subcourse Parish Council

held at Norton Methodist Chapel

                                  on Wednesday 9 November 2011
at 7.45pm
Present – Cllrs Andrew Wright (Chair), Jim Rampling, Geoff Collen, Mike Hedley, Nigel White, Linda Edwards, Martin Dickens
Christine Smith (clerk) District Councillor William Kemp and County Councillor Tony Tomkinson also attended
48. Welcome – the chairman welcomed those present
49. Apologies – none received
50. Declarations of interest – Cllr Geoff Collen declared a financial interest in agenda item 7a on Local Development Framework
51. Previous Minutes – of a meeting held Wednesday 18 September 2011 were circulated, APPROVED and signed.
52. Planning Decisions – the following decisions made by South Norfolk and other planning authorities were noted:  
a) BA/2011/0260/FUL – Reedham to Cantley Floodbank, Compartment 12, Piling removal and lowering of abandoned floodbank following completion of consented works (ppBA/2007/0116/FUL) – APPROVED

b) BA/2011/0264/FUL – Mr Chris Adams and Ms Anne Barbour, Green Gables, Low Road, Norton Subcourse – Proposed side extensions to form bedrooms and workshop/utility areas, with rear link - APPROVED

53. Planning Applications – none received
54. Planning Correspondence – 
a) South Norfolk Local Development Framework – site specific policies and allocations consultation (deferred from previous meeting) – it was AGREED to respond as follows:
The adopted Joint Core Strategy Document classes Norton Subcourse as a Service Village.  Policy 15, point 6.60 of this document states that service villages ‘are defined based on having a good level of service/facilities’.  It goes on to state that the most important services required to be defined as Service Village include a food shop and public transport.  

Since Norton Subcourse was assessed in 2009, services and facilities within the village have markedly declined.  The large, well-stocked food shop and general store in the village has closed and the bus service has ceased.  A shop and bus services are now only available in the neighbouring village of Thurlton, as is the local primary school.  This decline in important services leads the parish council to conclude that Norton Subcourse should no longer be considered to be a Service Village.

Policy 15 6.61 states that ‘it is envisaged that allocations will be within the range of 10-20 dwellings in each Service Village’ and goes on to declare that ‘form, character and service constraints may result in smaller allocations in some villages’.  Norton Subcourse parish council believes that the decline in services, as previously outlined, makes a strong case for Norton Subcourse to receive the lower end of the allocated 10-20 dwellings, or less.

Norton Subcourse parish council believes that site 934 in New Road would be inappropriate for housing as it is in an open, elevated and exposed position on the approach to the community where any development would adversely alter the form and character of the village.  The proposed site is also distant from the services available in neighbouring Thurlton, making it unsustainable. 

The parish council considers that site 880 in The Street would be appropriate for some small scale housing development as it is nearer the more populated centre of the village and is within walking distance of the services provided in the adjacent village of Thurlton, making it more sustainable than the other suggested site.  However, consideration must be given to the fact that the site is low lying and is crossed by a drainage dyke to which access must be retained for maintenance purposes.  This may cause issues with flooding and sewage provision.

b) Greater Norwich Development Partnership - Community Infrastructure Levy Regulations 2011 – after discussion it was AGREED that the clerk would respond with the council’s views
55. Finance – the following items were considered:

a) Receipt of second payment of precept 2011/12 of £1025 was NOTED

b) Payment of the clerk’s expenses of £60 (Broadband provision for October, November, December 2011 and January 2012 at £15.00 per month) was AGREED

c) It was AGREED that the clerk’s salary for 2012/13 would remain unchanged from the previous year at LC1 SCP 20

d) The budget for year to date was reviewed, APPROVED and signed by the Chair

e) It was AGREED that the precept for 2012/13 be set at £2050
f) A grant request from Norfolk Accident Rescue Service was DECLINED

The adjournment for public participation was not required.

56. Chairman’s Report – Cllr Wright reported that he had attended a village hall meeting and it is hoped that improvements to disabled facilities should be made soon.  The village hall car park should also be improved.
57. Parish Councillors’ Reports – Cllr Linda Edwards reported that a meeting of the Poor Marsh would be held shortly and that the 30mph sign in Loddon Road had been defaced and broken – the clerk would report. Cllr Martin Dickens reminded the council of his previous concerns over large vehicles using the village roads and stated that his garden wall had recently been damaged, so this was still an issue.   Cllr Mike Hedley stated that the Frolic event was planned for 2012.
58. County and District Councillors’ Reports - District Councillor Kemp and County Councillor Tomkinson had nothing to report.
59. Correspondence – NOTED.
60. Meeting Dates for 2012 – it was Noted that the provisional meeting dates for 2012 would be – Wednesdays 18 January, 21 March, 16 May, 18 July, 19 September and 21 November
61. Next Meeting –the next meeting would be held on Wednesday 18 January 2012
62. Close – the meeting closed at  9.35pm               








Signed…………………………………








Date……………………………………
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